
How to achieve true 
transparency with Adobe 
InDesign 2 and Acrobat 5

Transparency features have been 
available in applications such as Illus-
trator, InDesign, Freehand and Corel 
Draw for some time now - but no 
RIP manufacturers have been able to 
actually RIP them correctly. In other 
words, transparnecy was only work-
able for projects such as web and 
video - but not for print output.

This has now changed with the crea-
tion of ‘transparency fl atteners’. This 
is a mechanism which turns ‘native 
transparency’ into a format which 
the RIP can understand.

There are only 2 basic points to fol-
low to achieve the correct results for 
transparency in a high-end pre-press 
workfl ow.

ADOBE INDESIGN 2

Ensure you are selecting ‘Post-
script’ as your printer type and 

‘Acrobat Distiller’ as your printer 
description.

Within the category ‘transpar-
ency fl attener’ make sure you 

s e l e c t ‘High Resolution’. This will 
enable all your custom values to be correct for 
high-end pre-press output.

ADOBE ACROBAT DISTILLER 5

You must amend your job options to en-
able Distiller to utilise the PDF 1.4 specifi -
cation. This will not only allow for trans-

parency in its ‘fl attened’ state - but when RIPs 
are upgraded to process ‘native transparency’ 
- then this will work in the future also.

Please note that we cannot accept raw PDFs from Illus-
trator, Freehand and/or Corel Draw with transparency. 
We can however - as noted above, accept PDFs which 
have been fl attened from Adobe InDesign 2.


